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Year 9 spring term overview  

The	spring	term	was	a	busy	one.	Students	needed	to	complete	their	Progress	folders	and	
undertake their	IAG	meetings,	bringing	with	them	their	newly	printed	options	form.	Student	
feedback	showed	that	the	IAG	sessions	were	very	helpful,	with	the	vast	majority	of	students	
reporting	that	it	helped	them	to	have	confidence	in	what	they	had	chosen.	Some	students	took	up	
the	option	to	access	additional	careers	advice	as	another	support	in	the	process. This	term	hasn’t	
all	been	academic	though,	there	have	been	inter-form	challenges	for	sports	relief,	and	a	Science	
week.	In	the	sports	challenge,	many	of	the	girls	really	enjoyed	the	netball	tournament	—they	
thought	the	team	sports	had	boosted	their	confidence	and	made	them	feel	more	like	a	
team. Overwhelmingly	though	the	consensus	on	the	best	day	they	had	in	the	Spring	term	were	
the	snow	days!!		

This	issue	has	been	brought	to	you	by	9KZ		

	

Geography Trip to Stratford and Canary Wharf  

Year	9	enjoyed	a	day	out	to	Stratford	and	Canary	Wharf.	The	purpose	of	the	visit	was	to	observe	
different	urban	areas	including	Stratford	and	its	surrounds	and	Canary	Wharf,	mostly	the	
development	near	Canary	Wharf	station	and	the	north	side	of	Millwall	basin.	Students	had	to	
think	about	how	those	areas	have	developed	over	time.	The	focus	of	the	trip	was	to	study	East	
London’s	inequality	and	students	were	encouraged	to	think	about	the	history	of	the	urban	area,	
how	it	had	changed	and	where	or	from	who	it	had	been	financed	to	further	its	development.	
Following	this,	students	will	take	their	observations	into	the	classroom	and	continue	their	studies	
there.	They	began	the	day	by	taking	a	walk	to	Redbridge	tube	and	onto	the	circle	line	until	they	
arrived	at	their	first	destination,	which	was	Stratford.	

The	initial	observations	the	students	made	were	of	the	poorer	side	of	Stratford,	where	students	
noted	down	some	of	the	condition	of	the	Carpenters	estate.	They	then	made	their	way	across	the	
footbridge	to	Westfield	where	they	could	make	comparisons	with	the	new	and	up-market	
Westfield	shopping	centre.	At	this	point	students	were	tasked	with	under-taking	a	public	survey.	
Some	of	the	students	found	it	daunting	to	go	up	to	a	member	of	the	public	and	ask	them	to	
answer	questions.	They	were	all	hesitant	at	first,	but	after	receiving	some	welcoming	answers	
from	the	shoppers	and	workers	at	Stratford,	they	soon	got	into	the	swing	of	it.	

After	they’d	collected	their	re-search	on	what	people	thought	about	the	changes	that	had	
occurred	around	their	environment,	they	were	ready	to	move	on	to	Canary	Wharf.	They	saw	again	
a	very	different	district—that	of	Cubbit	Town—and	were	told	about	the	history	of	the	docks	near	
Mill	Wharf.		
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They	heard	how	the	change	in	industry	meant	the	docks	were	now	mostly	home	to	wealthy	
service	industries	and	no	longer	a	transport	hub	for	imports	and	exports	to	London.	Once	their	
work	was	done,	the	students	finally	made	their	way	back	to	the	tube	at	Canary	Wharf	to	catch	a	
connection	at	Stratford	and	back	to	Redbridge.	It	was	considerably	quieter	on	the	tube	on	the	way	
back	to	school	as	students	were	finally	worn	out	from	all	the	walking.	

With	the	trip	over,	it	doesn’t	finish	there—they	will	now	need	to	get	ready	to	write	up	their	
findings.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Gang safety  
	
This	term	Year	9	attended	a	Gang	Safety	awareness	assembly.	This	talk	was	delivered	by	
the	St	Giles	Trust	and	the	main	emphasis	was	to	debunk	myths	and	stereotypes	around	
crime,	weapons	and	gangs	and	to	raise	awareness	of	how	social	media	can	promote	a	
distorted	message	on	these	issues	to	young	people.	The	assembly	was	challenging	for	
many	of	the	year	9	students	to	watch,	but	necessary	as	it	equipped	the	students	with	
practical	tools	and	strategies	they	can	use	to	build	resilience	to	risks	such	as	negative	peer	
pressure	and	grooming	from	gangs.		
	
The	main	underlying	message	from	the	visit	was	the	importance	in	staying	engaged	in	
education	and	importance	of	main-taining	engagement	in	positive	activities.	The	students	
related	wholeheartedly	to	this	message	as	they	had	been	hearing	it	reinforced	
throughout	their	time	in	Beal.		
	
Feedback	from	selected	students	after	the	talk	showed	that	students	found	the	visit	
engaging	and	for	many	the	theoretical	situations	that	were	portrayed	were	not	what	they	
had	imagined.	One	student	was	quoted	as	saying	‘I	found	it	interesting	because	I	had	no	
idea	of	the	cons	of	gang	culture	on	the	wider	society’		
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St	Giles	Trust	is	a	nationwide	organization	that	aims	to	
support	people	to	overcome	issues	such	as	gang	
involvement	or	involvement	in	crime.	

Science Week—the Bake Off  
	
Beal	Science	Week	2018	took	place	from	26	–	29	March.		
There	were	many	events	held	within	the	school,	including	a	Spelling	Bee,	Science	Fair	with	
stalls,	a	robot	demonstration,	UCL	experiments	and	a	Bake-Off.	Aliya	Hussain	(9FE)	
participated	in	the	Science	Week	Bake-Off	and	enjoyed	the	experience.		
	

Why did you enter the bake-off?  
“I just like to bake and thought it would be fun to enter 
the competition.”  
 
How did you find out about it?  
“There were a lot of posters around the school and 
some of my friends also participated.”  
 
Was there a fee to enter?  
“We had to pay £1 entry for the Bake-Off. All the 
money went to Alzheimer’s research. I think about 50 
people entered in total.”  
What did you make?  
“I made coffee-flavoured cake to look like the 
molecular structure of caffeine. I won third place.”  
 
Would you participate in another bake-off in the 
future?  
“I think I would. I had fun doing it.” 	

	

Ria Kukadia (9PR) was able to try Aliya’s baking and wanted to 
go on the record saying, “It was delicious.” 	

Aliya Hussain (9FE) with her prize 
winning coffee cupcakes.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	

YEAR 9 NEWSLETTER 
ISSUE 4 | APRIL 2018 

	
	
	
	
	
A talented writer from Beal  
	
Sumera	Ahmad	(9PR)	is	the	only	KS3	student	participating	in	a	playwriting	competition	
coordinated	by	the	National	Theatre,	one	of	the	three	most	prominent	publicly	funded	
performing	arts	venues	in	the	United	Kingdom.	Over	the	years,	the	National	Theatre	has	
cast	a	number	of	famous	actors	for	their	plays,	including	Sir	Ian	McKellen,	Judi	Dench,	
Alan	Rickman,	Maggie	Smith	and	David	Tennant.	Sumera	was	very	excited	to	have	worked	
with	this	prestigious	institution	while	also	developing	her	own	skills	as	a	writer.		
	
How did you get involved in the competition?  
“Mr Gallie told me about it. He said it was meant for Year 
10s, but he would speak to the coordinators and see if 
Year 9 could participate. When he found out we could, I 
was the only one who volunteered.”  
 
How does it feel to be the only KS3 student in the 
competition?  
“Quite good. I’ve been able to spend time  
with older girls and we’ve bonded; they are very 
intelligent and I feel I can look up to them.”  
 
What are the possible prizes for the competition?  
“All runners-up get to see professional actors do a live 
reading of their play. The first-place winner gets their 
play produced by the National Theatre.”  
 
Why did you decide to join the competition?  
“I really love English and think it’s one of the best 
subjects. Also, getting your play put on by the National 
Theatre speaks for itself.”  
 
Will you continue writing on your own after the 
competition ends?  
“Maybe not plays, but I’d like to start a novel.”  
 

Has it been difficult balancing your regular school work 
with playwriting?  
“It was a lot at first. At one point, I was ready to give up. 
It’s very scary when you’re staring at a blank page. I 
started out just writing random scenes and then at some 
point I just said take the day, turn your phone off and do 
it.”  
 
Do you think it has been a valuable experience for you 
so far?  
“As you get older,  
you get more assignments; this has shown me that you 
have to prioritise things to make sure you get everything 
done. It’s also amazing that I’ve had a professional writer 
give me feedback on my work. Other writers would 
probably cut an arm off to get that.”  
 
Can you tell us a little about the play you’re writing?  
“I don’t want to give too much away, but it’s about a 
young girl who meets a guy. It covers their story and her 
past.”  
 
	

Mr Gallie, who helped organise the programme at Beal, was hugely impressed 
with Sumera’s work: 
 
“Sumera	has	worked	incredibly	hard	and	produced	a	really	engaging	and	authentic	piece	of	
drama.	She	has	taken	on	a	sensitive	topic	and	handled	it	fantastically	well.	A	less	skilful	writer	may	
have		
sensationalised	the	issue	or	used	it	purely	for	the	sake	of	the	story.	Sumera,	by	way	of	contrast,	
has	approached	her	play	in	a	very	conscientious	fashion,	even	going	as	far	as	to	contact	a	
psychologist	and	research	the	condition	her	protagonist	suffers	with.		
Working	on	this	with	Sumera	was	fantastic.	She	took	on	board	everything	that	was	said	to	her	but	
rather	than	just	following	blindly,	used	the	feedback	in	her	own	fashion	to	keep	her	writing	
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unique.	As	anyone	who	has	ever	tried	to	write	dialogue	knows,	it	is	an	incredibly	hard	thing	to	get	
right.	Sumera	has	created	believable	characters	that	interact	in	a	way	that	seems	incredibly	real.		
You	find	yourself	drawn	immediately	into	Grace	and	Stephen’s	world	and	truly	caring	about	what	
happens	to	them.	Such	is	Sumera’s	skill	as	a	writer,	that	the	answer	to	that	question	keeps	you	
guessing	right	till	the	play’s	incredibly	powerful	climax.”	 
Stars of Spring Term 2018 
 
At	the	end	of	term	students	are	recognized	for	their	achievements	in	Achievement	
Assembly.	Last	term	those	awarded	were;		
	
1.	Sam	Kaiser	-	Highest	achievement	points	in	the	year	group		
2.	9GT	for	highest	Sims	points		
3.DAP	AWARD	-	Sumera	Ahmed	9PR		
4.	Jack	Petchy	Award	-	Yaseen	Akbar		
 
	
Names of Student for most improved  
	
Taujuan	Robertson	9BH		
Tayyab	Khan	Mohammed	9KJ		
Sunny	Woodward	9FE		
Oshadha	Wathewa	9BA		
Thomas	Reason	9LB		
Chirag	Singh	Kataria	9JP		
Amaan	Hussain	9HD		
Yuvraj	Singh	9GT		
Shaan	Narbheram	9DE		
Adithya	Varma	9PR		
Narin	Karakas	9KZ		
	

Unsung Hero Certificate  
	
Jathusha	Kamalarajan	9BH		
Hawa	Ahmed	9KJ		
Minall	Rajbans	9FE		
Shankjika	Kanegeswaran	9BA		
Safiyyah	Haque	9LB		
Zahra	Haque	9JP		
Vikesh	Maran	9HD		
Mehdi	Mussadique	9GT		
Jada	McEwen	9DE		
Ria	Kukadia	9PR		
Sunil	Patel	9KZ		
	

	


